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New England Forestry 
Foundation

NEFF’s mission, though the 
application of our core expertise 
in conserving forestland and 
advancing Exemplary Forestry, 
helps the people of New England 
to sustain their way of life, 
protect forest wildlife habitat and 
ecosystem services, and mitigate 
and adapt to climate change.



Exemplary Forestry
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• Aims to fill habitat and ecological gaps in the landscape

• Has three co-equal goals:

▪ Mitigate climate change

▪ Improve wildlife habitat

▪ Produce more and better quality wood

• Is not one-size-fits-all prescription – variation is needed to fit 
conditions



How Does Exemplary Forestry Improve Wildlife 
Habitat
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• Goal: provide habitat for 
full range of native wildlife 
species

• Management for umbrella 
wildlife species – their 
habitats serve the needs of 
the great majority of 
species

Umbrella Wildlife Species for Central and 
Transition Hardwood Forests



Forest Interior Habitat:
Scarlet Tanager

Audubon

USFWS 5



Early Successional Forest Habitat:
American woodcock

Dave Small/USFWS

USFWS 6



Edge/Transitional Forest Habitat:
Rose-breasted grosbeak

7

David Brezinski 

University of Maine



Habitat Needs Assessment 
identified 14 key missing features:
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How Does Exemplary Forestry Improve Wildlife 
Habitat

• Intact, unfragmented natural forest
• Wildlife travel corridors
• Complex, multiaged, multistoried 

forest structure
• Big, old trees
• High-quality early successional 

habitat
• Large standing and down dead wood
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