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Land Trust/Bird Conservation Nexus

Birds are indicators of healthy ecosystems and catalysts 
for capacity building and conservation strategies 

Land Trusts have broad reach to landowners, 
protecting >61 million private acres nationwide

Land Trust Alliance 2020 National Land Trust Census Data



Land Trust National Needs Assessment
(614 land trusts participated)

Funding Conservation 
ResourcesPlanning Tools



Conservation Resource Directory 
• landscape-scale plans, BMPs, etc.
• citizen science, joint ventures, PIF

Fundraising Directory / Land Trust Grants
• bird related funding sources
• Funding, technical advice, partnerships

Workshops & Webinars / Planning Tools 
• birding tools, eBird, science products
• collaboratives & success stories

www.birdtrust.org



Effective Ways to 
use eBird

• Use eBird science products for 
land prioritization & planning

• Assess & evaluate management

• Inform grant applications

• Engage in citizen science

• Monitoring /stewardship 
requirements

Evan Lipton / M
acaulay Library

https://bit.ly/NBHCI
MappingTool






Capacity and Partnership Projects
6 grants of $5K each ($10K in 2025) (competitive)

Management and Restoration Projects
8 grants of $25K each (competitive)

Conservation Collaborative Grant
1 grant of $50K (solicited)

Cornell Land Trust Grant Program
Annual RFP January; due March 1

Cam
eron Collins



Cornell Land Trust Bird Conservation Initiative:         
Conservation Collaboratives

Maine Ag Allies Collaborative

Western Vermont Golden-chain Collaborative

Northeast Bird Habitat Conservation Initiative

Southeast Burning for Birds Collaborative

Washington Listen Up Collaborative

Virginia Grassland Bird Collaborative



Western Vermont 
Collaborative



Steps to Consider
• Use birds as effective ambassadors for conservation

• Take time to build relationships with partners and 
landowners; look for unconventional partnerships

• Tie landowner place in space into larger picture and 
conservation messaging

• Investigate new funding sources and use funding 
sources as opportunities for collaboration

• Conduct outreach and listening sessions to generate 
good will and build relationships

Charlie Shields/Macaulay Library



www.birdtrust.org
Sara Barker, sb65@cornell.edu
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